Identification of two novel HLA-DRB1 alleles, HLA-DRB1*1214 and HLA-DRB1*1215, in two Taiwanese individuals.
Two novel HLA-DRB1 alleles, HLA-DRB1*1214 and HLA-DRB1*1215, were found in Taiwan using sequence-based typing method. DRB1*1214 differs from DRB1*120101 by two nucleotide substitutions on exon 2, causing amino acid changes at codon 37 (L-->F) and codon 38 (L-->V). We suggest that DRB1*1214 is the product of a gene conversion between DRB1*120101 and DRB1*140101 or DRB1*1405 and that HLA-DRB1*1215 differs from DRB1*120201 by one single nucleotide transition at exon 2, thereby causing amino acid change at codon 37 (L-->F).